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Distinguished Mississippi Educators Visit School District 
 

Mt. Sterling, KY — A group of distinguished 
educators from the Monroe County School 
District in Monroe County, Mississippi visited in 
the school district on October 22, 2012.  After 
reading the article, “Turning Around Kentucky” in 
the September 2012 issue of the national District 
Administration magazine, Monroe County 
Superintendent, Scott Cantrell shared it with his 
team and said, “Let’s Go.”  The article outlines 
Montgomery County Schools Superintendent, Dr. 
Joshua Powell’s turnaround expertise, which 
includes rigorous assessment and changing school 
culture.  As leaders from a high-performing 
district, the Mississippi educators are intent upon 
continuous improvement and learning proven 
methods for attaining higher achievement.  “I was 
inspired to see if the techniques being used in 
Montgomery County could further improve our 

school district,” Cantrell shared. 

The team visited the Montgomery County Intermediate School, Camargo Elementary School, 
and the Montgomery County High School with members of the Montgomery County Schools 
curriculum team.  Monroe County Assistant Superintendent Brian Jernigan said he had been 
most interested in learning more about common and formative assessments.  “The quotes Dr. 
Powell made in the article captured my attention.  He said his job is to remove excuses for not 
achieving at the highest levels.”  Jernigan said he wanted to see more about the processes in 
place and that he was “fascinated” by the candid conversations that occur during leadership 
meetings in order to accomplish what is required to best serve students, particularly the 
establishment of high expectations and the “buy in” of teacher empowerment. 

The Monroe County district is similar demographically to Montgomery County, though there are 
two other districts in the county, the schools’ sizes are smaller and located thirty miles apart, and 
each school in the district serves k-12 students.  Dr. Powell was pleased and honored by the visit.  
“Every district must have the leadership attitudes and desire to improve that is exhibited by these 
Monroe County educators in order for us to move forward as a nation.  The Monroe County 
School District is already high performing but these educators recognized that formative 
assessment could allow their students to succeed at even higher levels.  Caring educators who are 
committed to sharing proven processes, replicating models, and embracing higher achievement 
for every child are the key to our nation’s future success.” 

Monroe County School District Team 
Pictured from left:  Scott Cantrell, 
Superintendent; Brian Jernigan, Assistant 
Superintendent; Michelle Stevens, 
Hamilton Elementary Principal; Tim 
Dickerson, Hamilton Attendance Center 
Principal; Chris Kidd, Hatley Elementary 

 


