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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

First beef from Farm to School program served 
 

Mt. Sterling, KY — More than 1,200 beef 
burgers were served at Montgomery County High School 
and McNabb Middle School on October 22, 2012 during 
national Farm to School month.  The burgers were 
provided through the Farm to School program with beef 
raised through the Montgomery County High School 
agriculture department/FFA and purchased by School 
Nutrition Services in the form of crumbles (as for chili, 
sloppy joes, etc.) and burgers.  Products, including 
steaks, will also be sold by the agriculture department.  

Hydroponic lettuce was available to dress the burgers.  The lettuce was purchased from a Farm 
to School organization in Bourbon County, and is served throughout the school year. 

The Montgomery County School District is the first in the state and among the first in the 
nation to advance to this phase of the program.  To help promote this auspicious occasion, the 
Montgomery County Cattlemen’s Association was on-hand to grill the burgers.  A number of 
special guests joined students for the meal, including U. S. Representative Ben Chandler; 
Whitney Meadows, field representative for U. S. Senator Rand Paul; Montgomery County Judge 
Executive Wally Johnson; Mt. Sterling Mayor Gary Williamson; County Commissioner Billy 
Ray Fawns; Farm to School Coordinator Tina Garland; and state representatives from the 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture.  Media coverage was provided by the Mt. Sterling 
Advocate and three television stations – WTVQ, WLEX, and KET. 

School Nutrition Director Julie Tuttle reports that the participation rate was higher for the 
day and FFA students were on-hand to promote and provide details about the program.  
Comments from students were favorable.  Montgomery County High School junior Amanda 
Arnett who is active in the FFA program and aspires to have an agriculture-related career said, 
“The burgers were really good and it is a great way for students to understand the connection 
between farming and the end result.” School Superintendent, Dr. Joshua Powell, agreed.  “As a 
cattle farmer and an educator, I am ecstatic about the Farm to School program.  Students have an 
opportunity to see first-hand the relevance and necessity of such partnerships, and how they 
apply to a spectrum of careers.”  Ms. Tuttle was excited about the response to the program, 
stating, “Community involvement is always important and we were elated to have several 
dignitaries with us today to help celebrate this innovative event for our students.” 

Farm to School products will be served at all schools in the district on a continuous basis.  


